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 Welcome to the White Rose Maths Calculation Policy, adopted by Deanery CE Primary School.  
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Nursery 

 

Recite numbers in 

order forwards in 

playful contexts.  

 

Subitising – 

recognise 

quantities without 

counting. 

 

Use language 

such as ‘more 

than’. 

 

Solve real world 

mathematical 

problems with 

numbers up to 5. 
 

 

  

Skill: Recognising and counting quantities. 
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Reception 

Have a deep understanding 

of number to 10, including the 

composition of each number. 

Composing numbers using 

concrete apparatus/natural 

materials/toys, such as five / 

ten frames [working within 10]. 

 

Addition as increasing by 

combining two or more groups 

using concrete apparatus. 

Children construct 

calculations verbally or using 

cards [encourage notations or 

pictorial representations when 

appropriate].  

 

Find one more than a given 

amount or number. 

 

Understand addition as 

counting on and will count on 

in ones and twos, using 

objects, bread strings and 

number lines. 

 

Subitising – recognise 

quantities without counting. 

 

Automatic recall of numbers 

bonds up to 5 and some 

number bonds to 10. 
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Year 3 

Year 2 
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Nursery Skill: Understanding that taking away means an amount is decreasing. 

Recite 

numbers in 

order 

backwards in 

playful 

contexts.  

 

 

Use language 

such as ‘fewer 

than’ and 

‘less’. 
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Reception 

Know that an amount 

changes when something 

is taken away. 

 

Subtraction as decreasing, 

taking away and finding 

the difference using 

concrete apparatus. 

Children construct 

calculations verbally or 

using cards [encourage 

notations and crossing out 

when appropriate]. 

 

Find one less from a group 

of objects to five and then 

ten. 

 

Understand subtraction as 

counting backwards and 

will count back in ones 

using objects, bread 

strings and number lines. 

 

Decomposing numbers 

using concrete 

apparatus/such as 

five/ten frames [within 10]. 
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Reception Skill: Solve doubling problems. 

 

Counting and 

other maths 

resources for 

children to make 2 

equal groups.  

 

Physical and real 

life examples that 

encourage 

children to see 

concept of 

doubling as 

adding two equal 

groups. 
 

They will count on 

in twos using a 

bead string and 

number line. 
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Year 4 

Year 3 
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Reception Skill: Solve problems such as halving and sharing equally. 

Children use 

concrete objects 

to count and share 

equally into 2 

groups. 

 

They count a set of 

objects and halve 

them by making 

two equal groups. 

They understand 

sharing and 

halving as dividing 

by 2.  

 

They use concrete 

and pictorial 

representation to 

record their 

calculations. 
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Year 3 

Year 4 
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